


Inauguration Day 2025

Within hours of taking office,
the administration removed
nearly all LGBTQ+ and
HIV-focused content from
the White House website.
Over 350 pages disappeared
In month one.

lesbian
bisexual

transgender
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The Ecosystem of Silencing

[

In Print On Screen In the Press
6,870 titles pulled Over 200 LGBTQ+ Self-censorship and fear
across 23 states. characters vanishing. of retaliation.

Publishers hesitant to A 41% drop due to series Journalists altering or
release LGBTQ+ titles, cancellations (GLAAD). deleting content to avoid

particularly YA. pohtlcal backlash

—

§ We are Ilvmg through a perlod of sﬂencmg where polltlcal forces

aim to control which stories and identities are made visible.
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The Visibility Gap

Bi+ individuals
make up the
vast majority

(nearly 3/5ths)
of the LGBTQ+
community.

Gay (47.2%)

Transgender
(33.6%)

Queer (11.5%)

Lesbian (5.3%)
Bi+ (2.3%

&

Bi+ issues receive
only 2.3% of the
coverage.



The Downward Trend (2025-2026)

(s
Historical
Baseline

(2013-2023):
6.67% N\t
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“ \\.:-_.\_-.. =3 Current
Level 1 2,944 total mentions found N Rate:
\  - 2. 3°/o
Level 2 Only 503 original artlcles '
Level 3 OnIy 114 in top-tier outlets (@
Mentions found in45
Lavel 4 Only 13 articles where states, led by NY (82),
bi+ peOpIellssues were CA (35), and FL (30).
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The Mechanism of Acronym Erasure

The Finding

Bisexuality Is
overwhelmingly
subsumed into
generalized
LGBTQ+
frameworks.

The Result

Visibility is claimed
via the acronym,

but substantive
representation is
entirely lacking. Bi+
people are treated as
part of a collective
political category
rather than a distinct
population with
unigque experiences.

Note: Related terms on the multi-sexual spectrum are nearly invisible. “Pansexual” appeared only 89 times.



The Four Detfault Frames for B1+ Storles
Update on government shutdown Justicies

1. Policy & Controversy | 2. Passing Mentions
04 articles. Focuses predominantlyon | Brief inclusion in resource guides,
political backlash, school book bans, and PFLAG directories, Pride event lists, and
attacks on Bi+ Awareness Week. generalized LGBTQ+ deportations.

Included, but never explored.
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ity of celeb- | me to ¢ e together,
cal figures. | which ottle of
l 3 Culture & Rumor . 2 4 Inﬁdehty Tropes
Vague, speculative coverage.  The highest reprinted articles (153
Frequent reliance on rumors regarding |.. reprints). Dear Abby advice columns .
the sexuality of celebrities, artists, or framing bisexuality purely within the
or historical figures. | context of secret same-sex affairs and .

marital deception.




~ liberal wish list demands

Opinion

Update on

. By Rep. Ashley Hinson

While Chuck Schumer
plays political games
I wanted to give yo

cans will pay the price.
. military, Border Pa
The Subject

and first responder
The bi+ individual is
positioned strictly as
subject of political
debate or "sexual
content,” not as
the protagonist
of their own story.

to vote
ep the government
, and urge my Dem-
colleagues to stop

» down the government
\ unless we gave into their

including: $1.5 trillion holdifig my pay. I have
in new spending, free als@ cosponsored several
health care for illegal Is to ensure our troops
immigrants and $500 mil- #and first responders are
lion in funding for PBS # paid during the shut-
and NPR. down.

~(and let’s be honest, is ;
trymgto avoid a primary don’t hesitate to reach
from A eal Ameri-  out should you have a

o\

® Last week at Linn-Ma

- Anatomy of an Erasure

government shutdown

My offices will also all tion isn’t limited to tradi- _ posed to sexual content  tion order from 2024
remain open and ready  tional binarie at school or hear about = was running the largest
to serve lowans. Please various kinds of attrac-  school district in the

Cdoes not belong at school,) tion on the morning state

Students should be learn-
mg readmg, writing, and

question.

FIGHTING FOR COMMON
SENSE AT LINN-MAR

ﬁ%‘mes The Framing

: Entirely deficit-based.
PARENTS DON'T WANT Focused purely on
CRIMINALS RUNNING A risk, conflict, or
SCHOOL DISTRICT

The Voices

Zero direct quotes. Bi+

controversy rather than

: = individuals are spoken : : everyday life or
High School — where about by politicians, but | Speakingof education, thriving.
my 14-year-old son goes never handed the .S. Immigration and i ‘
to school — students microphone to speak [-ustoms Enforcemen him are so out of touch
were shown MOInIng an- for themselves. recently acrest with the vast majority of
nouncements promoting Supermt parents who feel so upset

Moi hools,

I have called for a full

and violated that this fu-
investigation — what ey found aload- gitive was placed in thi
parental knowledge o administrators green-lit un, 33 000 cash,and  position of trust.
consent. One segment this content and why did ¥a fixed blade knife in the +“He should have never
.encouraged students to  they not notify parents ~ school-owned vehicle he fbeen trusted around
use terms;:_l: ike “bisexu@ or give us the abilityto =~ was in. kids, and we have to get
d discusse opt our kids out? Mama As a mom, it sickens * to the bottom of this to
“non-monosexual identi- bears like me are fed up. me that this con man ensure no other kids are
ties,” stating that attrac- Our kids shouldn’t be ex- with an active deporta-  endangered.



A Glinx f Nuance (The Exception)

Addressed systemic
discrimination, but provided

profound individual nuance.

Incorporated direct voices
and quotes, rather than just
speaking about the subjects.

ey the iy’ director ofopertions Allowed the subject to
and mpovation and closefriend 100 4 £ articulate her own distinct
ec 1 ‘ . s ° -
Ezzrﬁt}ﬁ:ﬁmi whitlep, 1F 5‘;‘;%@:38“ identity (quoting her directly
. > N self- 1 L — “ -
Southern BapteL enual, who as an “ethically non-
non-monogamo=s ———— - "
= monogamous bisexual”).

REWRITE THE

¥ BILINE
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The Real-World
Cost of Invisibility

<1%

of domestic LGBTQ+
grant funding goes to
bi+ causes. Last year,
that amounted to
only $96,500
nationwide.

Media invisibility enables structural neglect.
If society cannot see the distinct needs of
bi+ people, it cannot fund or protect them.

Income >60%
Disparity & ~50%

Lower average earnings  Staggering rates of
and significantly higher  sexual violence: over

poverty rates 60% of bi+ women report
compared to gay, experiencing assault or
lesbian, and straight stalking, alongside nearly

counterparts. 50% of bi+ men.




Rewriting the Standard

X

The Current Media Default The New Journalistic Standard

e Subsumed under the “LGBTQ+” » Treated as a distinct population
acronym umbrella. with unique needs.

e Deficit-based (anchored entirely in e Solutions-based, integrating
trauma, risk, and controversy). everyday life and culture.

e Positioned purely as subjects of e Positioned as drivers of their own
political debate. narratives.

e Spoken about by others; rarely e Directly quoted as expert sources

quoted. and protagonists.



Action Plan for Newsrooms (Part 1)

Center Bi+ Voices

| G ' Stop relying on incidental identity markers. Feature bi+

individuals as primary subjects, expert sources, and
narrative authorities.

Refine Editorial Practices

Institutionalize practices to combat self-censorship.
Establish dedicated LGBTQ+ beats and build sustained, |
proactive partnerships with advocacy organizations ‘
rather than waiting for controversy to strike.

1]



Action Plan for Newsrooms (Part 2)

Expand Scope

Move beyond trauma and political crossfire.
Substantially expand reporting to cover bi+ culture,
relationships, labor, and everyday life.

Change the Narrative

Adopt a solutions-based approach. “If all we read
about bi+ people involves disease and oppression,
how will we reimagine a society where bi+ people
are thriving?”




Rewriting the BiLine

« REWRITE THE

“The disparity in print news coverage is a choice,

not an inevitability. News organizations possess
both the capacity and the responsibility to break

the chilling effect and represent the full, vibrant
complexity of the LGBTQ+ experience.”
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Thank you!

Thank you for taking the time to read our
report. If you would like to discuss our
findings or support our work with a tax-
deductible donation, please don't
hesitate to reach out.

REWRITE THE

! BILINE

http://www.
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